LOCAL AUTHOR MAKES HISTORY

By Jokn Asmonga

On Tuesday, September 10, 2002, Lisa A, Alzo, M.F.AL the
author of Theee Sloved Woman, published by Gateway Press
Inc., Baltimore, M, returned to the local arca to address the
members of the omestead & Mifflin Township Historical So-
cicty. She spoke ahout the six (8] years of research it ook 1o
compile the information on her family's history for her book,
Ms. Alzo cntertained the members of the Historical Society by
using a PowerPoint presentation slide show and selected read-
ings from the book, A question und answer session and book
signing completed the evening’s enteriainment.

Lisa Alzo is currently living in Ihaca, Mew York, and was
formerly of Duguesne, PA. She has written an interesting de-
piction of three generations of Slovak Women, standing behind
their hushands and fathers, who worked in the coal mines and
steel mills that allowed our industrial society to grow amd pros-
per. Ms. Alzo said that her inspiration for her book was a simi-
lar book about three generations of Slevak men living in Brad-
dock during the beginning of the 19005, This carlier book was
titled Chis of This Farenace and written by Thomas Bell in 1941
and republished by the University of Pittsburgh Press in 1976,

In writing her book, Ms. Aleo depicts the hardships faced by
her grandmother, Verona Straka was born on November 11,
1899 in Milpes, Slovakian and was the youngest of of ¢leven
{11} children. Verona came te America on her own on Tuly 7,
1922 1o find 2 better life. Verona's father had probably died
during the pandemic {influgnza) which swept the world in
1914, and she came here 1o reunite with her sister, Maria, who
hied been living in the United States.

Veranica Straka married Jines Figlar in Baren, Ohio. They
raised seven {73 children, six (8) of them during the depression.,

Their daushter, Anna Figlar married John Alzo, Jr.in 1947,
They eventually seitled in Duquesne, PA where their anly child,
bom in 1964, was the author, Lisa Ann Alzo. Ms. Alzo al-
rended Duequesne Catholic School.  She writes, “Yeurs ago,
when my father went there, the scheol was known as Holy
Trinity, or as he referred 1o it, *Hunky Tech’ because of the pre-
dominant number of Slovak children enrolled there?  Ms, Alzo
has been an instreeter of genealopy and family history courses
in Central Mew York and is currently employed by Cornell
Liniversity.

This special event was sponsored by the Great American
Federal Savings and Lean. They were represented for the eve-
ning by Carcle Ann Schiffiman from the Main Street Branch
Office in Munhall, and Jack Hemoney with the Main OTice on
Clairton Boulevard. The evening’s event, which was held at
the Camegie Library of Homestead's Music Hall, was well at-
tended by members of Lisa’s family, H&MTHSociety Mem-
hers and guests rom the communily,
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY
OF HOMESTEAD AND MUSIC HALL

By John Asmonga

The Carnegie Library of Homestead was built and endowed
by Andrew Camegie in 1898 and has served the community
for aver 104 vears 2s an educational and cultural center. 11 is
located at 510 10 Avenne, Munhall, PA, just two blocks up
the hill from the recently opened historic 1892 Bost Building
an Bth Avenue,

The Carmegie Library of Homestesd Music Hall was opened
104 years ago and is still in operation,  This elegant and spa-
cious local Music Hall has been used for many different types

of events over the last cemlury since it was constructed.
When it Tiest opened, on September 12, 1898, it was with a
reading by Agnes MeClure, a local professional reader, who
ave the first entertzinment 2t the Music Hall to 1,000 local
residents in attendance. The staff of ushers whe had just re-
cently been appointed were: Dan Purman, LF. Piper, Chap
Shafler, B, George Rott and Ralph C. Davis.

The Homestead & Mifflin Township Historieal Society is
looking for more information on some of the earliest settlers
to this arex and would like to include information on any of
the above mentioned individuals in our archives for family
historics. Contact ene of our members at our office in the
Camegic Library of Homestead by stopping by or calling
124617767,
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