The maestro of “Samvadini”- Shri Jitendra Gore
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Born on 28 Th August 1966 at Mumbai in a family of music lovers Shri Jitendra Gore had an earlier tutelage under the renowned maestro Pt. Manoharji Chimote, one of the most versatile artists of Hindustani Classical music, who tutored him in the art of playing harmonium. Jitendra with his keen insight, innovative mind and propensity to explore the new avenues of melodies in various Ragas of Indian classical music has chosen this instrument amongst others as he was highly influenced by the entirely new style of harmonium playing developed by his guru Pt. Manoharji Chimote. 

As a solo instrument, Harmonium was prejudiced and underestimated. In fact, it had more critics than friends. It was argued that: -

· Harmonium is a Western instrument; its tuning and keyboard are incapable of producing microtones that  makes the Indian music so lively and everlasting. 

· Further it was mainly used as secondary instrument for accompanying the vocal music. 

However, it is the artist and not the instrument that matters; that the instrument after all is what the artist makes it to be. The instrument upon which Jitendra performs his solo recital is different from other generally seen harmoniums.  The instrument is different in the following aspects: -
· Realignment of keyboard - the pressure, length and height of the black upper keys supports the speed and helps to maintain continuity of two adjacent notes. (an outstanding feel of microtones- "shruti”)
· Changing the tempered scale tuning system of Western music to "Gandhar" tuning of Indian music. (that sets the exact scale suitable for Indian music on this instrument)

· Setting the strings (Swar-Mandal) near the sound box to sustain the tone ("aasa") to add the resonance effect. (This is the addition of string instrument tonal quality into wind instrument)
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To balance the air pressure to enable the focusing at any particular note wherever required. (the same role that lungs play in vocal music)


Samvadini – with stringboard on it tuned as Gandhar tuned with Indian Standard rids inside.

Further, he uses the style and technique of playing the instrument by introducing: -

· Adaptation of sitar style gata presentation, jod-zala, and dhrupad styles.

· Introducing continuity in two distinct notes by minute finger controls. 

· Varying tonal quality with special finger pressure techniques, which create cohesiveness to the tone like flute. (Naad)

All these exactly add those elements into this instrument that were lacking for many decades that kept it away from galaxy of other instruments for so many years. In fact, it was totally transformed from its earlier form and thus became totally indianised.  Needless to say why it is aptly called "SAMVADINI". Jitendra has already accompanied many vocal artists to gain the experience of different styles of gharanas. But since 1997 he has mainly focused his attention on the solo concerts to keep on the tradition of  "Samvadini Gharana" to which he belongs. His Guru is the pioneer of this "Samvadini Gharana".
Shri Jitendra Gore has his own school of music at Borivli and Goregaon -Mumbai under the name and style "Swarashree Sangeetalay", where many disciples are learning the techniques of playing this highly improvised instrument and of vocal music. In the service of Indian Classical Music he formed the "Swarashree Arts" a registered public charitable trust to encourage the young artists.

He also registered and developed a website www.samvadini.com to enable the world to get access to samvadini solo recordings.

 In the instrumental music competition arranged by University of Bombay he achieved Gold Medal with his popular instrument Samvadini amongst all the instruments in 1984. He also ranked first in other competitions too.
Many music circles have organised his solo recitals. He was also interviewed in the newspapers. Many music critics and press reporters have appreciated his concerts. [image: image3.jpg]



Solo concert of Jitendra Gore with audience.  Seen some respected musicians in audience.  -Shri Tulsidas Borkar, Lalji  Desai
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 Pt. Madhukar Joshi, Pt. Yashwantbuwa Joshi, Pt.Shankar Abhyankar,Pt. D.K. Datar, Pt. Padhye, Shri Jaywant  Kulkarni.

His Samvadini solo recital cassette is released in the market titled as “Relaxing harmony".
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Photo at -Solo Concert  

 Contact information: -

Jitendra R. Gore

46, Shrikrishna Nagar, Borivli (East), Mumbai 400 066, India

Phone - 91-022-8976259 / 9821466772

Email: - jitendragore@rediffmail.com ; jitendragore@samvadini.com
URL:  http://gore-jitendra.tripod.com 
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