I am writing to propose a postage stamp depicting the legendary western character of The Lone Ranger, to be issued in September 2009 which will mark the 60th anniversary of the television show’s history making premiere September 15, 1949.
In this time of international terrorism, unrest and uncertainty, The Lone Ranger represents all that is just, humane and patriotic.  This character continues to be a symbol of the strength of what America was founded on; truth and justice with a quiet humility for good deeds done.  Proof of continuing to inspire young and old:

· WB network’s new feature production of “The Lone Ranger” 
· Rhino Video’s release of a re-mastered set of original Lone Ranger TV episodes

· VCI Home Video distribution of digitally re-mastered versions of both original Lone Ranger feature films 

· Businesses that continue to use the Lone Ranger image include Direct TV, the Energizer Bunny, MacDonald’s, the major accounting firm of Ernst & Young and a home mortgage dot com, “Ranger Financial”. (Noting only a few)

· The continued proliferation of Lone Ranger web sites – too numerous to count

· Popularity of Lone Ranger memorabilia on Ebay and other auction venues

· Upon the death of Clayton Moore in 1999, the thousands of articles written about the moral and ethical impact the Lone Ranger had on millions of fans

· Most poignantly perhaps, is the testimony from so many of our nation’s police force sighting the Lone Ranger as the inspiration for their career choice

History of the Character

“The Lone Ranger” was born as a radio show in 1933 in Detroit.  The producer of that show, George Trendle and the writer, Fran Striker continued its huge success by making it the first western ever written for the new medium of television in 1949.  Since its inception, the character became an immediate multi-million dollar property.  For over seven decades, the Lone Ranger has appeared as a comic strip, comic book, stage production, movie serials or “cliffhangers”, chewing gum trading cards, hardcover and paperback books for both children and adults, coloring books, records, thousands of toys, feature films, TV commercials, TV series and cartoons.  And, on a star in Hollywood’s legendary Walk of Fame; the only star to note both the actor and character.

There have been at least 26 actors who have played the Masked Man and 14 different Tontos.  Of course, the best known of these was Clayton Moore and Jay Silverheels who took the lead roles when the TV production first aired September 15, 1949 at 7:30 pm.  Clayton Moore had been chosen from more than 200 actors after the producer had seen him as another masked man in the Republic serial “The Ghost of Zorro”.  The original series ran from 1949 to 1956 after which 2 feature films were made also starring Moore and Silverheels.

Continuing Popularity

Over the next 20 years, Clayton Moore kept the Lone Ranger character alive portraying him at fairs, children’s hospitals, auditoriums and rodeos across the country as well as in the classic TV commercials for Geno’s Pizza Rolls, Aqua Velva, and Dodge.  In 1979, in preparation for the release of a new Lone Ranger feature film, the owners of the character tried to prevent Moore from continuing to appear in costume, but Moore took the issue to the fans, and in doing so, became a folk hero while cementing both the character and the symbolic mask as part of Americana forever.

America’s Stamp of Approval

In the ultimate act of acknowledgment, in May of 2001 the Smithsonian Institution has given the Lone Ranger’s mask a permanent place of honor in the American Pop Culture Gallery next to Dorothy’s “Ruby Slippers”.  When over 95% of the museum’s collection is in storage, this indeed is an extraordinary statement.

A postage stamp with this legendary western hero’s image would bring the importance of what this character has contributed to the moral fiber of America full circle.

The Lone Ranger Creed

I Believe…

That to have a friend, a man must be one

That all men are created equal and that everyone has within himself the power to make this a better world

That God put the firewood there, but that every man must gather and light it himself

In being prepared physically, mentally and morally to fight when necessary, for that which is right

That a man should make the most of what equipment he has

That “This government, of the people, by the people and for the people” shall live always

That men should live by the rule of what is best for the greatest number

That sooner or later…somewhere…somehow…we must settle with the world and make payment for what we have taken

That all things change but truth, and that truth alone lives on forever

In my Creator, my country, my fellow man

