A Brief History of Woodville Baptist Church

In the spring of 1780 a number of emigrants left South Carolina to go to the Natchez country. When they reached the Holston River in Tennessee they were provided three boats and began the journey down the Tennessee, Ohio, and Mississippi River to their destination. Traveling with the emigrants was a group of Baptist, among who was Richard Curtis, Jr., a licensed preacher who had a large family, john Courtney, John Jones, Daniel Ogden, William Ogden, and a man named Perkins.

Only two of the three boats reached their destination. They landed at Coles Creek, a few miles above Natchez, and formed a settlement, building their cabins from trees in the forest.

The worship of God was immediately instituted by holding meetings in different homes. This became the first protestant community formed in the wide southwest region below the Cumberland settlement in Tennessee and was afterwards called the Salem community. The Salem Baptist Church was constituted without a the presence of an ordained minister in 1791. They simply agreed to meet together and worship God according to the Bible and to exercise Gospel discipline over one another and called older Curtis to preach to them. God richly blessed their efforts and many were saved. Richard Curtis was finally authorized to baptize the converts.

Not long after this, according to Paxton's “History of the Baptist in Louisiana,” the historian on whose authority nearly all of our early Baptist history is based, we find the following quotation from Dr. A. R. Killpatrick, who quotes directly from an entry in the records of the Buffalo or Bethel Church, “ In the year of our Lord 1797, William Ogden removed from Georgia to Fort Adams, himself and wife being Baptist. They soon formed an acquaintance with David Jones, a member of the Baptist Church who had been living there two or three years under the Spanish government, and until now had no one unto whom he could make known his religious professions in safety. These three holy persons, unobserved by men of authority, met often for the purpose of consultation and prayer. They prayed and they sought the answer to prayers in the way that the providence of God desired; for hearing that there was a Baptist church on Coles Creek, they paid them a visit and sought some spiritual assistance from them. They sought not in vain, for soon after their return they were visited by William Thompson, who preached unto them the Gospel of God; and on the first Saturday in October 1978, came William Thompson, Richard Curtis Jr., and Joseph Willis, who constituted them into a church subject to the government of Coles Creek, calling the newly constituted arm of Coles Creek the Baptist Church of Buffalo.”
