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1. EXT. GLADE. WOODS - DAY

ANNA, a nine year old girl, skips up to her family proudly brandishing an FLOWER. Her SISTER is combing her MUM’S hair.






ANNA





(excited)




Look what I’ve found, look 

what I’ve found!






MUM





(annoyed)




Where did you get that? You 

know you shouldn’t pick wild 

flowers.






SISTER





(sneering)




Little brat.






MUM




Leave her alone, don’t tease 

your sister. Anna sit over

there and don’t make a nuisance

of yourself.

ANNA’S SISTER, aged fourteen, pulls a face at her and ANNA sits down in a huff a little way away from the family with her back to them. Pause.  






MUM




Pass the knife dear. 

MUM holds her right hand out for the knife and picks up a mirror with her left. 






MUM




Oh you have done a good job




haven’t you.

MUM runs her right hand through her hair, takes the knife and cuts a slice of cake.






MUM

Someone’s becoming a lady.

If only Anna would take more

care of her appearance.

ANNA turns around at this remark, SISTER takes the cake she’s offered and sticks her tongue out at ANNA. ANNA opens her mouth to protest.






MUM




Now Anna you’ll have to wait




your turn.






ANNA




I don’t want any. I don’t want




any.

ANNA turns round again and wedges her head on her knees. 

2. EXT. GLADE. WOODS - DAY

Sometime later ANNA has relaxed in her body language and is lying in the grass. The voices of her family sound muffled and distant as she daydreams.






MUM




Did you lock the car dear?






SISTER





(smugly)




Yes mum, and I put the alarm on.






MUM





(laughing)




Aren’t you the responsible one!

ANNA is drifting off to sleep. She notices a glimmer from the trees. As she looks a tiny FAIRY flutters from behind one tree to another. ANNA is startled and looks to see if the others noticed but they are engrossed in their own conversation. ANNA looks back and the FAIRY peeks round the tree, it pulls out a tiny flute and starts to play it before fluttering into the woods. ANNA looks at her family once more then scrambles to her feet and runs off after the FAIRY. Her family doesn’t notice her leaving.

3. EXT. WOODS - DAY

ANNA chases after the FAIRY laughing, snaring her clothes on a tree. The FAIRY zips about through the air, sparkling. She alights on a FLOWER and ANNA catches up with her. ANNA stares at the FAIRY in wonder then reaches forward to grab the FAIRY. The FAIRY laughs mischievously and shoots off, ANNA snatches up the empty FLOWER. She drops it on the ground and runs after the FAIRY. 

4. EXT. LAKE. WOODS - DAY

ANNA follows the FAIRY to a clearing where there is a beautiful lake. The FAIRY hangs in the air over the lake, playing her flute, looking at ANNA, tempting her to follow. She finishes her tune, pauses then arches through the air into the lake leaving a trail of glowing bubbles.  ANNA looks about her for a moment, the woods seem dull and silent. She takes off her shoes and walks towards the lake.

5. EXT. WOODS – DAY

Shots of MUM and SISTER are inter-cut with fast clips of ANNA making her way into the lake to search for the fairy. The shots show lots of splashing around, hinting at a sense of danger as ANNA enters the waters. 






MUM





(anxious)




Anna! Where are you? 

(pause)

Anna!

ANNA’S family are looking for her in the woods. SISTER notices the shred of ANNA’S clothing on the tree.






SISTER




Mum! Look at this! 




Anna’s dress. Do you think




she’s - 

MUM quickly turns to SISTER.






MUM





(snapping)




Don’t be silly, she’s fine.

MUM turns back, looking for ANNA.






MUM




She’s probably hiding 




somewhere, she’s just being




a nuisance. Anna!

The two carry on walking.

6. EXT. LAKE. WOODS - DAY

ANNA’S family enter the clearing where the lake is. 






SISTER





(shouting)




Anna!

She sees the shoes.






SISTER




Mum - look!

The two run to the shoes, MUM crouches down and picks them up. 






MUM





(confused and agitated)




What on earth? 





(looks at the lake)




Stupid child! What’s she done?

MUM looks around the lake for signs of movement. SISTER looks about awkwardly, they are both worried. ANNA comes rushing out from the bushes beside the lake, dripping with water and muddy around her legs. Her hand is clasped round something she holds.






ANNA





(excited)




Mummy! Mummy! Wait ‘till you




see what I saw. Wait till you




see it!






MUM





(angry)




Anna! Come here! You scared




us half to death! You naughty




girl!    

ANNA’S MUM grabs her strongly by the wrist and yanks her away, something small and shiny drops from ANNA’S hand into the mud. SISTER grins at the telling off ANNA is receiving and also notices that she drops something.






MUM





(angry)




Don’t you ever do that again




young lady! You must tell us




if you’re going somewhere! 




You mustn’t wander off on 




your own like that.






ANNA




But mum! Mum!





MUM




Look at you, you’re wet! Your




feet are muddy! You can’t get




in the car like that!

ANNA’S MUM drags her away back the way they came, holding her shoes in the other hand, rebuking her. Her voice fades away. SISTER grins, following them. Then she remembers the object and turns round, the other two disappear into the woods. SISTER goes back to where the object was dropped and bends down. The object is the fairy’s flute, it disappears as SISTER bends down, she doesn’t see it. She stands up, looking puzzled, and pauses in a state of perplexity before running after MUM and ANNA. When they are all in the distance the FAIRY returns, picks up her flute and plays a small trill before flying away.
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