Sylvanus Travis


A Short History





Sylvanus Travis born 5 January, 1755�.  The actual place of his birth is unknown, but he was brought up in Frederickstown, Dutchess Co., NY� (now Carmel, Putnam Co. NY)  His mother is believed to have been Cornelia Losey, but the name of his father has never been determined.





On December 29, 1776, he enlisted as a Private in Col. Hazen’s Regiment, Capt Moody’s Company, in Col. Lamb’s 2nd Regiment of Artillery.�





A grandson, Levi De Motte Ellis, wrote ‘Grandfather Travis served in all the action along the Hudson River, and in and around New York City and New Jersey.  Much of the time he was under the immediate command of General George Washington, with whom he was personally well acquainted,a nd loved and revered him to the last’.  He served until the end of the Revolutionary War, and was discharged at West Point.�





On February 24. 1785, he married Rhoda Bennett Ganung.�  According to family lore, he met her while stealing a watermelon from her father’s watermelon patch while still a soldier in the Army.





I believe that remained in dutchess County for a while, and that their first five children were born there, Jeremiah in 1786, Cornelius Losey in 1787, mary (Polly) in 1788, Sophia (Sally) in 1790, and Xury in 1796.�





On September 13, 1790, Sylvanus was granted 600 acres of bounty land in Military Township No. 16, Ovid Cayuga Co., NY�.  (Lot 68 lies in what is now called Townsendville, in the township of Lodi, Seneca Co., NY)





Sylvanus was one of the few soldiers who actually came to reside on their bounty land.  I believe he brought his family here sometime between 1796 and 1800, when they first sold some of their bounty land�.  One child, Hannah was born here in 1804�.





Sylvanus served as one of the Overseers of Highways in Ovid in 1804, 1807, 1813, and 1817�.





In 1828, while still a resident of Lodi, Sylvanus applied for a pension for his service in the Revolutionary War�.  In 1829, a letter was sent by H. D. Barto, Tomp. Co. Commissioner, from Trumansburg, NY.  It stated that Sylvanus was ‘old, unable to labour, poor and needy’, and that correspondence for Sylvanus should be sent to Comm. Barto.�





On Sept 4 1829, Certificate #929 granted a pension of $80.00 a year to Sylvanus.�





Rhoda died February 15, 1840, and Sylvanus died 1 February, 1842�.  I have never found out just where they died or where they are buried.


Author Unknown
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� I have not embellished or added to this document at all but wanted to make some additional notes about research into Sylvanus Travis.  Sylvanus Travis is listed as living with his parents Schuerman Travis and Thankful Titus on lot #10 in the Beekman Patent in 1752.  Frederickstown borders the Beekman Patent on its southern boundary where Sylvanus is said to have grown up as a boy.  Schuerman and Thankful also had two others sons, Oscar and Titus.  Titus also fought in the revolutionary war and was later the Commissioner of Highways.  Sylvanus is noted as having worked as an Overseer of Highways in Ovid.


The problem at present is which Sylvanus Travis belongs to these parents.  There is another Sylvanus Travis (b. 1747, m. Hannah) who could be the son of Scheurman and Thankful.  Not enough is known about either of these two Sylvanus’ to say with any accuracy which one belongs to this family.  The unknown author suggests that Cornelia Losey is the mother of Sylvanus but no documentation is given to substantiate this assertion.  Sylvanus (b. 1755 m. Rhoda) is born 3 years to late if the date of 1752 is accurate but all of the circumstantial evidence points to Schuerman and Thankful being the correct parents.  No answers yet…just a lot of questions.








