Kenneith Yong (piano), 15, has been playing the piano since he was six. A student of  SM Sri Hartamas he has represented the state in swimming. He shares his interest in music with philosophy and aspires to greater heights in both. 

Regina Tan (violin), 14, is a student of SM Subang Utama and has already completed the ABRSM Grade 8 and Guildhall Performance Certificates for piano. Her other interests are reading and ice-skating and she hopes to play in  the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra. 

…..and their music  

Tonight’s presentation comes from two long and distinguished musical traditions, Western and Carnatic (South Indian). Apart from theoretical and conceptual (secular and religious, respectively) differences, Western music is characterised by harmony and vibrato, and Carnatic music by complex melodies (raga), rhythms (tala), delicate ornaments (gamakas) and the art of guided improvisation. As a result, Indian music has developed an oral teaching tradition, from teacher, guru, to pupil, and does not employ a system of notation, common to Western music teaching and performance. 

The violin used in Western and Carnatic music is  the same except that they differ in tuning (tonic-dominant in the latter) and holding position (under the chin versus between the chest and ankle). The piano, however, is unique, without parallel in Indian or any other musical culture. The greatest composers have been attracted to it’s extensive compass, dynamic range and expressiveness and provided the instrument with a repertory larger than any other.  

The principal performers are playing their ABRSM Grade 8 examination pieces selected from the 17th (Scarlatti and JS Bach), 18th (CPE Bach, Mozart and Beethoven), 19th ( Saint-Saens and Smetana) and 20th (Bartok and Bloch) centuries. 

The Carnatic segment begins typically with  a song (kriti) in Sanskrit  to Lord Ganesha, the remover of all obstacles,  followed by songs in Telugu to Lord Rama and Goddess  Devi.  The thilaana, normally performed at the end of a recital, is a short and lively composition using mainly solfa (swaras) and rhythmic (jatis) syllables as text. Dikshitar and Thyagarajah, who lived during  the 18th and 19th centuries, are amongst the most famous and prolific composers of Carnatic music. With another composer of their generation, Shyama Shastri, they are known as the Musical Trinity. 
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PROGRAMME
J S Bach


Suite in D minor, BWV 1008 : No. 2

C Saint-Saens

Allegro Appasionato Op. 43

F Bridge                              Scherzetto

Jocelynn Liu (cello) ¤  Prem Vadiveloo (piano)

D Scarlatti

Sonata in C Major, K513

WA Mozart                        Sonata in B Flat Major, K333 :  Allegro

B Bartok                             Six Dances in Bulgarian Rhythm: No. 5

Premila Vadiveloo (piano)

M. Dikshitar

Sri Mahaganapati (raga : gaula    tala : tripudai) 

Thyagarajah

Gnanamo Sakharaatha (raga : poorikalyani    tala : rupakam)                          

TNV Ramaiah

Paripaalimsu Mani (raga : suddhasaaveri    tala : kandachapu)   

MN Krishnan

Thilaana (raga : revathi    tala : adi)

Sanjuktha Ramasamy (voice) ¤  Gayathri Vadivel (violin)  ¤  Ashwin Ravindren (mrindangam)

J S Bach 

Gigue and Menuet

C P E  Bach                        Sonata in A Major : Allegro Assai

B Bartok                             Six Dances in Bulgarian Rhythm : No. 5

Kenneith Yong (piano)

L van Beethoven                Sonata in F Major, Op. 24 : Allegro

B Smetana                          Aus der Heimat : No. 2

E Bloch                              Melodie

Regina Tan (violin) ¤  Prem Vadiveloo (piano)

The performers…..

Jocelynn Liu (cello), 19, is studying for her A-levels at Sunway College, enroute to a law degree in the UK on a JPA scholarship. A former student of Convent Bukit Nanas, she holds the ABRSM Advanced Certificate and ATCL Diploma for piano. An ex-national rhythmic gymnast, she maintains an interest in literature, writing and drama and is a member of the KL Symphony Orchestra.

Prem Vadiveloo (piano), 19, obtained the ARCM Performer’s Diploma in 1998 and performed most recently in For 2 & 4 Hands (2000) and The Versatile Piano (1999), the latter with members of the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra. In addition to credits in drama, he has also represented Wilayah Persekutuan in SUKMA 1998 (swimming) and SUKMA 2000 (water-polo). He completed his A-levels as an ASEAN scholar at Raffles Junior College, Singapore, and  commences studies in engineering at the National University of Singapore in July.

Premila Vadiveloo (piano), 13, gave  her first public performances in 1998 with the KL Chamber Music Players and made her first concert tour of Brunei in January this year. A Form 1 student of SM Bukit Bandaraya, Premila also studies Carnatic voice and is ranked fourth in the country in tennis in the Under-14 age group.

Sanjuktha Ramasamy (voice), 17, a Form V student of MGS, has been studying Carnatic music for the past 13 years under  Mrs Vijayalakshmi Kulaveerasingam. She has participated in competitions of  the Malaysian Hindu Association  and  won the coveted gold medal in 1997. Her debut solo performance was given in December last year.

Gayathri Vadivel (violin), 18, has been studying Carnatic music (violin and voice) from  Mrs Vijayalakshmi Kulaveerasingam since her early years. She has accompanied many young artistes on the violin and also given several vocal performances. She has just completed her Canadian Pre University studies at Taylor’s College and intends to proceed with studies in e-commerce. 

Ashwin Ravindren (mrindangam), 20, has been studying this Indian percussion instrument  since he was 5 under Mr. T. Anggapan. He has had extensive performing experience and has also made several recordings. Presently he combines studies in information technology at a local college with studies in Carnatic music under  Mrs Vijayalakshmi Kulaveerasingam.           
