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  SAP Data Wizard
The SAP Data Wizard allows you to retrieve data from SAP from your desktop.  This is done without using the SAP GUI, and allows you to save the results of your query.

The Five Steps to Data Retrieval

1 #LJIntroductionScreen#Introduction – Does not do much, just introduces you to the SAP Data Wizard.

2 #LJTableSelectionScreen#Choose Table – Choose the table to retrieve data from.

3 #LJFieldSelectionScreen#Choose Columns to Display – Choose the fields to retrieve from the database.

4 #LJOptionsScreen#Enter Additional Options – Additional options include the number of records to retrieve, what row to start retrieving data at, and a free form where clause to restrict the data returned.

5 #LJDataDisplayScreen#Finished – Displays the results of the query, with the ability to save the results.

Notes:

There are a couple of things to be aware of when running the SAP Data Assistant.  If you try to retrieve a large amount of data, you can overflow the function’s buffers, and receive a message with the text DATA_BUFFER_EXCEEDED.  All this means is that you will not get to see the data that you requested.  To avoid getting this message, you can choose fewer columns to retrieve, choose fewer rows to retrieve, and limit the data by entering a WHERE clause.
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#TJIntroductionScreen#Introduction
Not much to see here, just your standard introduction to a wizard.
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#TJTableSelectionScreen#Choose Table
Here you can enter the name of the table you want to retrieve.  You must know the SAP table name, as there is no help available from within the program.
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#TJFieldSelectionScreen#Choose Columns to Display
When you enter this screen, you will be asked to logon to an SAP instance, if you have not already been logged on.

Using the table name that you entered on the Table Selection Screen, a list of possible fields is returned.  Check the boxes if you want the field to be returned.  By default, all fields are checked.

There are two buttons to make your selections easier, and they are located at the top right of the Wizard.  These buttons are Select All (check off all fields), and Select None (uncheck all fields).
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#TJOptionsScreen#Enter Additional Options
There are three options on this screen:

1.
Retrieve data starting from row – This option allows you to skip a certain number of rows before starting to retrieve data.

2.
Number of rows to retrieve – This option limits the amount of data that will be retrieved.  An entry of zero in this field will retrieve all rows for the table.  Be aware that there are limits to the amount of data that can be retrieved, and you may get a message saying DATA_BUFFER_EXCEEDED.  Currently, the only way around this is to retrieve fewer rows or columns of data.

3.
Where Clause – This field allows a where clause to be entered to pinpoint the data that you want returned.  The syntax for the where clause is the same as for the ABAP/4 keyword SELECT.

Example: molga = ‘07’ and pernr = 00001 or pernr = 29999
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#TJDataDisplayScreen#Finished
The data you requested will be displayed in a table so that you can review the results.  Also on this screen is a button that allows you to save the file to your PC for further processing in another application.

The file can be saved in three different formats:

1.
Tab Separated – Each field is separated by a tab character, and character fields are enclosed in quotes.

2.
Comma Separater – Each field is separated by a comma, and character fields are enclosed in quotes.

3.
DIF (Data Interchange Format) – A format that specifies values and types for each cell.  This version is for Excel and related spreadsheets.  True DIF files are slightly different from the way that Microsoft implemented their version.  This is probably the best file format to use when exporting to Excel.

