ISAAK WIDE OPEN
Sitting down to interview Chris Isaak is an unusual experience.  The laid-back musician likes to serenade curious journalists with crooning love songs before they get a chance to fire off any probing questions.  Sitting down to chat to him on his recent Australian tour, NW was treated to a live track from his new album Speak of the Devil - which also contains the sexy Eyes Wide Shut single Baby Did a Bad Bad Thing.

NW:  Firstly, we're dying to know: Do you use wax or gel on that famous hair?

Chris Issak: It doesn't matter.  Whatever's lying around Olive oil, soap, bacon grease ...

NW: What are your vices?

Chris: I don't think I have any particular heavy vices ...

NW: Come on ... any guilty pleasures at all?

Chris: Well, the pleasures that I have, I don't feel guilty about. I don't gamble that much. I don't raise that much hell. I guess my vices are pretty much the same as any guy from a small town.

NW: Were you annoyed that your video clip was censored?

Chris: It shows you how silly the censors are. Yeah, we were having actual full intercourse! Sex! It's just a little rough, a little sexy, that's all. I think the people who censor things do it because they feel if they don't, pretty soon they wouldn't have a job.

NW: How did you get along with the actress in the clip?

Chris: I thought she was fun to work with, very beautiful and a very good actor. People always say, "Oh, you had a really sexy girl, that must have been a lot of fun (ha ha)." "Oh boy, you have a tough job (ha ha)!" You hear that endlessly. Okay, that's true, but they're demeaning what she does.  They're thinking any girl who's cute can become a video star. I know a lot of girls who are beautiful, but if you put a camera on them, nothing would happen.

NW: What's your all time sexiest movie?

Chris: A Japanese film called Thmpopo. There's a scene where the guy goes to the beach and there's a beautiful young woman and she's pearl diving. She comes up out of the water and she's all wet and you can kinda see though her clothes.  He says, "Give me one of those oysters!" and she cuts it open and pours it out of her hand and he licks it out She's like closing her eyes ... this girl, and it's like the first time she's been touched by this man. That was a heavy, cool scene. 

NW: Have you been surfing in Australia?

Chris: Yeah, I was on the plane for 15 hours, then I got off, and an hour later I was at the beach. You guys have it so good, compared to San Francisco. I was out the back looking around and I kept wanting to go, "Whoa! This is so beautiful and so perfect." I was looking at the houses and I was thinking I could just buy that house and live there. 

NW: Why don't you?

Chris: Yeah, I'm thinking about it.
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